Sinus tract extension of a liver hydatid cyst and recovery of diagnostic hooklets in sputum.
A 67-year-old man, born in Turkey but living within the United States since 1975, presented with a four-month history of right lower chest pain. Chest x-ray revealed a right lower lobe infiltrate. Liver scan revealed multiple calcified cysts consistent with unilocular hydatid disease. The patient was taken to surgery for liver cysts removal. Although there was no specific evidence of lung cysts, it was recommended that sputum specimens be submitted for evidence of hydatid sand, i.e., hooklets and scolices. Hooklets were found, thus confirming the sinus tract connection between lung and liver. This case emphasizes the point that hooklets can be recovered in sputum and identified, even when there are few present. This approach also represents a noninvasive procedure that, along with serology, could be used as an alternative to biopsy technics under certain conditions.